
Please find the reasons I sent the attached information for the committee. The committee 
asked SNH and SEPA to supply all this on the 26 May 2015. 
 

1. DR Scot Mathieson and Professor Colin Bean stated that they were to carry out a 
fishing competition to ascertain the number of fish in the Ken. This information has 
already been accumulated in the fishing results from match fishing over the years.   
  

2. DR Bean also stated in his letter to me that they would support the community in the 
control of the crayfish as long as the RNBCC can find the funding. So we went out 
and found the funding and they still stated this would still be classed as a commercial 
operation – no matter whether it was self-funding or not.  
 

3. Regarding the documents on transport of live Crayfish: this is allowed in all member 
states in the EU under free movement of trade. This was asked to be supplied to the 
committee on how the crayfish were controlled in Spain, Norway and Sweden.  

  
4. The preferred method of control is trapping or chemical pesticide. Trapping is the 

preferred method, as this has the least environmental impact. Using commercial 
trapping licenses did not increase the spread into non-connected waters - this is quite 
often caused by birds (the Grey Herring and seagulls) transferring egg laden females. 
They also stated that they have been in talks with the management of the Ken - this is 
not factual, as none of the water bailiffs have been contacted or the management 
committee for the running of the infected areas of the Ken Dee. 
 

5. Galloway Fisheries Trust, along with the rest of the trusts, are being disbanded and 
absorbed into SNH and SEPA and the fresh waters management of Scotland. The 
local fishery boards are being forcibly disbanded. None of the agencies that they are 
speaking to manage the infected areas of the Ken river system as far as fishing or 
aquatic wild life are concerned.  
 

6. Still no bio cleaning equipment in place. All that is in place to stop the spread is one 
water bailiff, which is me. One Ranger has authority, which only applies to the 
registering the watercraft. He also has to cover the rest of Dumfries and Galloway - so 
we may see him once a week.  
 

7. As for the comment, we are waving fingers in the air in creating 50 jobs, as we have 
lost 60. It would only be a fair prediction that the jobs would come back once the 
cause of losing them was dealt with and curtail the loss of £475,000 thousand per 
annum for the region.  
 

 Thank you for all your help in this matter. 
 
John Thom  
on behalf of the RNBCC 
 
 
 
















































